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As we prepare for Holy Week and Easter, we are encouraged to devote time to prayer 
and self-examination and celebrate the great promise of new life that we gain in the 
resurrection. Be sure to join your FBC family in one, or all, of these meaningful worship 
experiences:

Join us for Worship downtown to commence Holy 
Week. This day commemorates Jesus’ triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem and the week of events leading 
up to Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection.

Join us for this special communion service at our 
downtown sanctuary and remember the events of the 
night before Jesus’ crucifixion. The message will focus 
our attention on our Lord’s last evening with his 
disciples. Reflection stations, including the large 
wooden cross on which we can nail our confessions 

and prayers, will be set up in the sanctuary. 

The Service of Shadows Good Friday service, held on March 
25th at 7:00 p.m., will be led by the Chancel Choir. This 

service of darkness commemorates the last hours of Jesus’ life.

We begin Easter Sunday with a beautiful sunrise service at 
Airlie Gardens at 7:00 a.m. Come celebrate the first light of the 

resurrection under the Airlie oak tree. Dress is casual.

Easter Sunday continues with our regularly scheduled church services 
at 8:50 a.m. (The Journey) and at 11:00 a.m. (Traditional service). 
Please be with us for this most joyful day in the Christian year as we 
celebrate Jesus Christ’s resurrection from the dead.

Children ages 3-6th grade will go to their regular Sunday School 
classes and then be taken to the Chapel for a special Easter 
celebration designed just for them.



OUR VISION:
“To become a community of  

believers that is open and welcoming to 
anyone, no matter where they are 

on their faith journey, and is  
intentionally joining with Christ in His 

redemptive work and purposes in 
the world.”

OUR MISSION:
“To become, and help others 

to become, fully devoted  
followers of  Jesus 

Christ.”2

Work With Us! 
Could you or someone you know help 
us fulfill our mission of “becoming 
and help others to become, fully 
devoted followers of Jesus Christ”? 
There are several positions open at 
First Baptist Church, including:
• Minister of Children
• Minister of Contemporary Worship and Young Adults
Visit fbcwilmington.org for details of each position and how to apply. 

2600 word count for Pastor article

Love Does
Why does the Church exist? Have you ever stopped to think about that question?
For the first twenty-three years of my life, that question never even entered my brain, even while I was in 
seminary. The Church just was.  It was a place that meant a lot to me, but I couldn’t tell you why it needed 
to exist, what it’s purpose was. Then I read a book called “The Purpose Driven Church” by Rick Warren. 
If you’ve read “A Purpose Driven Life” then you basically know the central thrust of “The Purpose Driven 
Church”. The Church exists to help people worship God and to help people become like Christ through 
discipleship (these are two aspects of the Bible’s command to ‘Love God with all our heart, mind, soul, and 
strength’). The Church also exists to help people build deep and meaningful community with other human 
beings, and to carry out God’s mission through evangelism, ministry, and serving others. That was such a 
powerful and clarifying idea that it has shaped how I have thought about Church for years. 
 I hope those words are all familiar to you. You may have noticed that over the last three years, we’ve given extra attention to three 
of those purposes (worship, discipleship and community). You might also be thinking there’s one more purpose on that list. That 
purpose is mission!
 The orderly, logical, and broad-minded part of me would tell you that all four purposes of the Church are equally significant. But 
sometimes, for a variety of reasons, one thing among many starts to become the one thing that rises to a higher level of significance.  
And I think that maybe mission is just such a thing. I won’t tell you that worship, discipleship, and community are less important.  
What I will tell you is that I think you and I live in a time as Christians where mission isn’t a part of what we do as a Christians, but 
instead that everything we do as Christians should be seen as a part of God’s mission. 
 Mission, you see, isn’t just one more thing we’re called to do among a long list of things we’re called to do. Mission is supposed to be 
at the heart of everything we do. One pastor put it this way: “The heart of the Church will slowly turn to stone if we think our 
primary mission work is to those already in the pews inside our beautiful churches, or to those at other altars. We are in cardiac 
crisis if we think we can close the doors, sing our songs, and all will be right with the world. The heart of this body is mission…Every 
time we gather, the Spirit offers a pacemaker jolt to tweak the rhythm of this heart. The challenge is whether or not the muscle will 
respond with a strengthened beat, sending more life out into the world. Can you hear the heartbeat? Mission, Mission, Mission…!”. 
 That’s not just true for one church, it’s true of every church. And I’m happy to say it’s true of ours. Mission is our heartbeat. And, I’m 
also happy to say that’s true not just because it’s supposed to be true, but because it actually is true. Mission is the heartbeat of First 
Baptist Church. We are feeding people, clothing people, welcoming people, visiting people in jail, and caring for people when they’re 
sick. We do all those things. So maybe we can just skip focusing on mission and turn to something else?!? I mean, if we’re already so 
engaged missionally as a church, why emphasize it? 
 While that’s not a bad question, I would like to suggest it’s the wrong question. The question shouldn’t be “aren’t we already doing 
enough,” the question should be: God has given us such passion, such expertise, so many resources…what else might we as a church 
be able to accomplish for God’s Kingdom? Where can we focus our energy and make a deeper impact? Who else needs to hear the 
story of God’s love and what might sharing that love do not only for them, but for us too? 
 And so that’s what we’re going to do as a church. Beginning on Easter Sunday morning and extending onward for the next two years, 
we’re going to ask the question…what can change our city, and what can change our world? In general terms, we already know the 
answer…love does! Love changes the world. What breaks the cycle of poverty? Love does! What stops racism in its tracks? Love 
does! What breaks down barriers between strangers, and helps them become friends? Love does! What motivates you and me to feed 
the hungry, and care for the sick? Love does! And what helps people come to know Jesus as Lord and Savior? Love does!!!
 I can’t tell you how excited I am to invite you on this journey with your church family. Stay tuned for more details, but start asking 
God to get all of us ready for what’s going to happen in the months to come. I can’t wait to see what God is going to do with this 
mission shaped church called First Baptist.
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your Heart, soul and mind and Love your neighbor as yourself.”  Matthew 22:36-40
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HE’S GOT THE 

IN HIS HANDS
JR. DISCIPLESHIP RETREAT 2016

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH WILMINGTON

JR DISCIPLESHIP RETREAT 2016
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH WILMINGTON

5TH & 6TH GRADERS

SIGN UP AT  FBCWILMINGTON.ORG
BEGINNING MARCH 1

APRIL 29 TO MAY 1
FORT CASWELL, NC

Cost for 5th graders is $70 | Cost for 6th graders is $100



John and Debi Hendricks

Debi and John Hendricks relocated to our area 
from Frederick, Maryland and have brought their 
giftedness to be a part of First Baptist Church. After 
worshipping with us on Sundays, they began taking 
part in CrossTraining on Wednesday nights and 
the Noon Gathering for lunch and devotion each 
Tuesday at the Activities Center. The friendships 
they have developed led them to join us and we are 
thrilled about that. They have recently taken part in 
the Connections Class and look forward to joining 
a Sunday School Group. 

Kyle and Kate Norwood

Sharing Life Together
General Fund

In memory of Thomas 
Eugene ‘Gene’ Brown

by Mary Lyons, Margaret  & D.C. Dickens, 
Sue & Duane Jones, Tommy & Cathy & 

Brantly Lyons
by J. Fred Newber, Jr.

by Sandy G. May
by Catherine M. Freeman
by Herbert & Sylvia Fisher

by Mark & Sharon Pool
by Ernestine T. Canady

In memory of Dr. R. Bertram 
Williams, Jr.

by Mr. & Mrs. Scott Stidham
by Clint & Kathy Meyer

L

Kate and Kyle Norwood have joined us by transfer 
of their membership from a sister church in our 
area. They have been worshipping with us for 
a while and are making friends in our Coastal 
Couples Sunday School class. The Norwoods came 
to Wilmington from the Washington, DC area to 
attend UNCW and now call Wilmington home. 
Kate is a swim instructor for the Wilmington 
YMCA and Kyle is employed by Verizon Wireless. 
They are members of the Seahawk Club and enjoy 
UNCW Athletics.

Transition Updates
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Welcome 
New Members

Marty and Jennifer Sugerik
We welcome as new members to our congregation, 
Jennifer and Marty Sugerik. Jennifer has been an 
integral part of our worship services for many 
months as she plays the keyboard with Deepwater 
and the organ and piano for our traditional worship 
services. She is also the choral director for Ashley 
high school. We have been blessed by the way she 
shares her gift of music. We don’t see Marty as often 
because his occupation as a Recruiter requires that 
he travel a good bit. They join us by transfer of their 
membership from a sister church in our city.

Worship 
Schedule

March 6
“Returning Home”  |  Luke 15:11-32 

Jayne Davis

March 20
“Glory, Glory”  |  Luke 19:37-40

Matt Cook

March 27
Easter Sunrise Service at Airlie

7:00 a.m.
Jayne Davis

Easter Service at 8:50 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Downtown Sanctuary

Matt Cook

March 13
“What a Waste”  |  John 12:1-8

Matt Cook

The Personnel Committee and Pastoral Staff are working hard 
to fill our current openings for a Minister of Contemporary Worship and a Minister for Children. Please pray for everyone involved 
in the search process. We are making progress on every opening, and we’re excited about what adding wonderful people to our staff   
                                                                                                                  will help our church do in the future!



The following memorials have been given generously, and 
we are deeply grateful:

     Memorial Gifts
General Fund

In memory of Thomas 
Eugene ‘Gene’ Brown

by Mary Lyons, Margaret  & D.C. Dickens, 
Sue & Duane Jones, Tommy & Cathy & 

Brantly Lyons
by J. Fred Newber, Jr.

by Sandy G. May
by Catherine M. Freeman
by Herbert & Sylvia Fisher

by Mark & Sharon Pool
by Ernestine T. Canady

In memory of Dr. R. Bertram 
Williams, Jr.

by Mr. & Mrs. Scott Stidham
by Clint & Kathy Meyer

Ministry 
Opportunity
The Children’s 
Ministry 
Committee is 
currently filling 
our volunteer
childcare 
schedule for 2016 
and has several 
openings for 
helpers. If you 
feel led to 
volunteer, you 
will serve four 
times a year in 
the worship service of your choosing. Your job will 
be to assist the paid child care worker in the 
classroom by playing with, holding, reading to and 
comforting the children who are birth through 4 
years old during the worship hour. Volunteers are 
needed for both services. Please consider
 volunteering in this meaningful and impactful way 
in 2016. Contact Lauren McLean this week if you 
would like to volunteer or get more information at 
431-1288 or fbcwchildcare@gmail.com. Here are 
some facts to help you consider this ministry:

• Youth who are 15 and older may volunteer
• Each class has a screened and background checked 

FBC Childcare employee who is ‘in charge’ of the room
• You serve on a team - ONE time per quarter

• This ministry is vital for our parents with young 
children to be able to worship

• You can choose the service and in many cases the age 
group you will serve

Thank you very much for praying about and considering 
this ministry opportunity!

Join Us for Tuesday 
Noon Worship in 
March
Join us for Tuesday Noon each week! We meet each 
week for a wonderful meal ($5/person) and time of
 fellowship that is followed by a short devotional. 
The upcoming schedule is as follows:

The updated schedule and menu are always on 
our website under the Worship tab. 

February Goals:
February Receipts:

 
WMU Heck Jones Offering: $100.00

Baptist Retirement Homes: $1,084.00 

Music Ministry
In memory of Gene Brown

by Patty & Tom Head
by Amelia Lamb

by Jim & Glenda Currin
by Lois M. Johnson

by Mary Gough
by Clint & Kathy Meyer

Tuesday Noon Ministry
In memory of Fred Hornack

by Joan Marshall

Baptist Children’s Homes
In honor of Dr. Jim Everette
by the family of Gene Brown

Attendance

Worship        563         424        569         545       665
Sunday         587         470        516         525       562
School      

FEB
7

FEB
14

FEB
21

FEB
28

Transition Updates
March 1         Matt Cook 
March 8         John Daniels 
March 15       Nathan Tuttle 
March 22       Jayne Davis 
March 29       Don Vigus 
April 5            Jim Everette

$158,874.00
$158,000.51
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YTD Goals:
YTD Receipts:

$303,815.00
$325,585.58

February 2016 Giving

In Sympathy
Christian Sympathy is extended to Katie Hornack on the loss of her husband, 
Fred Hornack, on February 1. Fred was a member of FBC for 37 years.
Christian sympathy is extended to Albert Corbett, Marcia Horton and Gil 
Horton on the loss of their aunt, Elsie Hatch on February 10. Elsie was a 
member of FBC for 77 years.
Christian sympathy is extended to Missy Bell on the loss of her mother, 
Mary Rose Bell, on February 15.
Christian sympathy is extended to Jill Pack on the loss of her sister, Kim 
Wilder, on February 18.
Christian sympathy is extended to Mike Cockerham on the loss of his 
mother, Ruth B. Cockerham, on February 23.
Christian sympathy is extended to the family and friends of Willene 
Doll Fraley on her passing on February 27. Doll was a member of 
FBC for 39 years.

JAN
31



Which Wich 
Donates a Month of 
Food for Homeless
It all started when Ben, the owner of Which Wich Sandwiches in
 Mayfaire, caught wind of our Tuesday Night Feeding Ministry here at 
FBC. With the help of our very own Dave Ellegood, he decided to make 
the Tuesday Night Ministry a part of Which Wich’s PB&J Project. In 
addition to donating 125 PB&J sandwiches for each guest we serve each 
week on Tuesday nights, Ben also decided to donate one PB&J for every #8 
bag sold from their menu Thanksgiving through the end of December. At 
the end of the month, 450 #8 bags were sold, which allowed Which Wich to 
donate 450 PB&J sandwiches. Because of this generous donation, not only were 
we able to serve our homeless dinner on Tuesday nights, but we were also able 
to pack to-go lunches for each person for an entire month. Ben even joined us 
to prepare and serve the homeless Tuesday Nights. Thank you Ben for graciously 

donating these sandwiches and thank you to Dave Ellegood for your hard work in 
making this all happen.

Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast was Full 
of Inspiration & Encouragement

Smith Hall was filled with a great spirit on the morning of 
February 15 as men and women, young and not as young, 

elected, appointed and those that have attended for years came 
together to enjoy a hot breakfast with plenty of pancakes, 

sausage, bacon, juice and coffee prepared by members of our 
Men’s Ministry. The smiles and kind words of affirmation, 

appreciation and encouragement accompanied by gestures of 
gratitude and plenty of prayer served as evidence of how deeply we 

care for this special region of the state in which God has planted us to 
offer hope and kindness, grace and discipline, joy and the foundation 

for a bright future. The elected governmental leaders, law enforcement 
officers and public servants, judicial representatives and guides to our 

educational systems and institutions expressed their deepest thanks as 
they were lifted up in prayer and affirmed for offering their giftedness for 
the good of our community. 

Ben David, District Attorney for our area, inspired everyone in 
attendance by sharing some of his faith story, stories from experiences 
that have arisen as a result of his occupation, and his involvement with 
at-risk children across our region. He challenged each of us to give 
our best to those that will follow after us and make decisions that will 
shape our city years to come. We are blessed to have Ben David as our 
District Attorney but even more so as a partner in ministry as we 
follow Jesus together. Each participant thanks members of First 
Baptist Church for honoring them but most importantly, for praying 
for them as they go about their work and calling to make southeastern 
North Carolina a special place to call home. 

Parking at FBC
Parking Lot Closing: The church parking lot will be closed for a wedding on Saturday April 9th, 
which is Azalea Festival Parade Day. Please do not park in the church parking lot that day.

Handicap Parking: Please be considerate of those in need of the limited number of “Handicap 
Parking” spaces, clearly marked in the lot behind the sanctuary and Education Building, by not parking in 

these spaces on Sunday mornings unless you have a displayed Handicap 
Parking placard. Thank you.
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Upcoming Recreation Events
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CBF General 
Assembly

Friday, March 18
Hayes Barton Baptist Church, 

Raleigh, NC
 The staff would like to extend an 

invitation for any of our members 
to join them at this year’s NC 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 
General Assembly. This is a great 
time of fellowship and worship with 
fellow CBF churches in NC, as well 
as a great way to learn more about what CBFNC is doing 
throughout the state. The theme this year is “Beloved 
Community”. The event is free and the only cost will be 
meals on the road. We will leave from the Activities 
Center at 7:30 a.m. on the church bus, and return 
around 11:00 p.m. Call the church office to sign up.

Moody Bible Institute 
Choir Concert
We are fortunate to have the Women’s Concert Choir of Moody Bible 
Institute in Chicago visit us as part of their Spring Tour. This group 
is one of the four performance ensembles based out of the Institute, 
and has brought sacred music to congregations throughout the 
United States and abroad. We will host them for a concert in our 
sanctuary at 7 p.m. on Friday, March 11. For more information, or 
if you are available to host some of the ladies for an overnight stay, 
please contact Steven Thomason at sthomason@fbcwilmington.org 
or (919) 434-6370.
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Upcoming Recreation Events

BrickUniverse is a huge LEGO® fan extravaganza that brings the universe of bricks together 
under one roof for LEGO® fans of all ages. It will be filled with hands-on and creative fun 
for all. Have you ever wanted to build with LEGO® bricks for a job? At BrickUniverse you 
will be meeting professional brick artists. You will also find many inspiring exhibits built out 
of LEGO® bricks, seminars for learning more about the bricks, games to play, thousands of 
LEGO® bricks to build with, and many vendors selling anything and everything LEGO® toys, 
sets, and minifigures. This is a fun-packed family event not to be missed! Join the FBC group 
as we attend the event on April 2. The bus will leave the Activities Center at 8:00 a.m. and we 
will stay at the convention for 2.5 hours. The $25/person charge for the trip will cover 
transportation and entrance to the Raleigh Convention 
Center. To find out more, visit www.brickuniverse.org. 
Sign up by calling Margaret at 799-7655 by March 15!

Softball season will begin the 2nd week of April and we are looking for new players for the FBC 
Softball Teams! We have two teams with coaches and will be happy to start another if we have a 
coach. Please contact the Activities Center to be added to a team or if you would like to start a 

new team. We have scheduled a softball field workday on 
the morning of March 12. We are in need of help to trim 
trees from the fences and dig roots out of the outfield to get 
our field in great shape to “PLAY BALL”!  Please contact the 
Activities Center or Bruce Lennon to help with this project.

Join master gardener David Barkley for a gardening class that covers plant nutrition, proper 
planting techniques and more! This Plant Masters Short Course will cover gardening basics 
and progress through all of the cultural practices necessary for successful establishment and 
management of landscape and gardening plants. The course will be taught at the First Baptist 
Activities Center on Saturday March 5, 2016. Cost for the course is $25. Sign-up by contacting 
Deborah Rivenbark at DRivenbark@fbcwilmington.org by Friday, March 4th. Come and learn 
to be stewards of the land that God has created for us!
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Why Worship? By Steven Thomason

A few months ago, I was having a discussion with Matt about the purpose of some of the 
long-standing traditions in a typical Sunday morning service at First Baptist. As I pondered 
the reasons for these traditions, again and again, my mind kept coming back to the same 
question: “What is the reason/purpose/function of worship?” Now it’s a little scary to hear 
the worship minister ask what the point of worship is, but over the next few months, I 
would like to explore the basic elements of worship, as well as highlight some of the key 
functions of these times when we gather together.
Biblically, we have a broad foundation for worship, from the commandment to “keep the 
Sabbath holy,” in Exodus, to Psalms of praise and worship (Psalms 8, 29, 95, 100, 150, etc.), to the teachings of Jesus. In Luke 4, as he debates with the 

devil, he quotes Deuteronomy 6:13, 
       
A biblical basis for worship is enough, but just as we should not do good deeds simply 
because the Lord commanded it, there should be a deeper purpose for worship. 
Worship is so much more than an obligatory practice of going through the motions 
each week. It is an active process, and something that we exercise every day through 
loving and serving others, through genuine, reflective prayer, through thoughtful Bible 
study, and through lending our strength to our community.
What’s the purpose of worship? Better yet – what is the purpose of living a wholesome 
life? To love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 
mind, and with all your strength. That is how, and that is why, we should truly worship.


